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a peculiar hieroglyphic by Mrs. Thomas Purdie, upon
which Anne Scott, then a lively rattling girl of six-
teen, lisped out, "That's a mysterious-looking egg, Mr.
Thomson—what if it should have been meant for the
Great Unknown?" Ere the Dominie could reply, her
father advanced to the foot of the table, and having
seated himself and deposited his stick on the carpet be-
side him, with a sort of whispered whistle — "What's
that Lady Anne 's1 saying?" quoth he; "I thought it
had been well known that the keelavined egg must be
a soft one for the /Sherra." And so he took his egg,
and while all smiled in silence, poor Anne said gayly,
in the midst of her blushes, "Upon my word, papa, I
thought Mr. John Ballantyne might have been ex-
pected." This allusion to Johnny's glory in being con-
sidered as the accredited representative of Jedediah
Cleishbotham produced a laugh, — at which the Sheriff
frowned — and then laughed too.
I remember nothing particular about our second day's
dinner, except that it was then I first met my dear and
honored friend William Laidlaw. The evening passed
rather more quietly than the preceding one. Instead of
the dance in the new dining-room, we had a succession
of old ballads sung to the harp and guitar by the young
ladies of the house; and Scott, when they seemed to have
done enough, found some reason for taking down a vol-
ume of Crabbe, and read us one of his favorite tales, —
" Grave Jonas Kindred, Sibyl Kindred's sire,
Was six feet high, and looked six inches higher," etc.
But jollity revived in full vigor when the supper-tray
was introduced; and to cap all merriment, Captain Fer-
guson dismissed us with The Laird of Cockpen. Lord
and Lady Melville were to return to Melville Castle next
1 "When playing1, in childhood, with the young ladies of the Buccleuch
family, she had "been overheard saying to her namesake Lady Anne Scott,
" WeU, I do wish I were Lady Anne too — it is so much prettier than
Miss;" thenceforth she was commonly addressed in the family T>y the cov-
eted title.

